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Now is a good time to be involved with type 1 diabetes (T1D) research, according to a U.K. biotech that hopes to reduce or cut the need for insulin injections to treat
the condition.

According to London-based Phaim Pharma Ltd., the T1D tie-up announced earlier this month between Evotec SE and Sernova plc is evidence that pharma is becoming
interested in finding a therapy or even a cure for the autoimmune condition to prevent the need for constant insulin injection.

In patients with T1D, the beta cells found within the pancreas that secrete insulin are destroyed by the body’s own immune system, which mistakes them for foreign
cells.

It’s that process that Phaim is trying to target using a peptide that aims to reset the immune system so that it no longer sees the beta cells as the enemy.
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Nara Daubeney,

chief operating

officer and co-
founder, Phaim

According to the firm’s chief operating officer and co-founder, Nara Daubeney, the interest in T1D from the likes of Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., Viacyte Inc. and Sigilon Therapeutics Inc. could kickstart development of new therapies for the condition.

Phaim’s approach is two-pronged, with a diagnostic tool to highlight people who could go on to develop the disease coupled with 
the currently unnamed peptide therapy.

This could be used in different ways: it could prevent patients in the early stages of the disease from progressing, or it could be 
used in tandem with a cell therapy to prevent the immune system destroying the transplanted cells.

Because Phaim hopes to modify, rather than suppress, the immune system, the combination therapy could allow production of 
insulin to resume within the body without knocking out the immune system and resulting in the side effects and risks that entails.

Daubeney, an adult and pediatric ENT surgeon by training, told BioWorld, “Having identified the correct self-antigens, you 
present it in the novel way to the immune system.




















































